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SYSTEMIC LUPUS ERYTHEMATOSUS. 2nd ed. Ed. by RobertG. Lahita. New York.
Churchill Livingstone, Inc., 1993. 1022 pp. $175.00
The devastating autoimmune disease systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE) poses a
formidable challenge to clinicians and scientists in terms ofpathogenesis, diagnosis, and
management. Protean in manifestation and course, SLE can confound even the most com-
petent physicians; and with the tremendous amount of ever-growing knowledge about
SLE, Lahita's Systemic Lupus Erythematosus offers a welcome reference work in efforts
to understand this major disease. Substantially revised from the 1987 edition, Lahita's
Systemic Lupus Erythematosus seeks to serve "a certain scientific as well as clinical
forum" for students, clinicians, and scientists.
Overall, Systemic Lupus Erythematosus offers a very accessible collection ofreview
chapters concerning all aspects of the disease. Seven sections discuss the etiologies, ani-
mal models, autoantibodies, clinical approaches, organ-specific syndromes, drug-induced
syndromes, and therapeutic approaches related to lupus. Individual chapters written by
various specialists provide the most recent information available on their topics.
Important additions to the second edition include Hochberg's chapter on the epidemiolo-
gy of SLE, Harris' and Asherson's chapters on antiphospholipid antibodies and antiphos-
pholipid syndromes, Buyon's chapter on neonatal lupus, and the chapter by Carbotte, et
al. on cognitive dysfunction in SLE. Such specialized topics together comprise a thor-
ough consideration oflupus from all possible angles.
Some of the sections, however, suffer from an editorial inconsistency that may deter
some readers from using this volume as a reference. For example, in the section on
autoantibodies and antigens, the focus ofeach chapter's respective author(s) varies: some,
like Buskila and Shoenfeld's anti-DNA antibody chapter, present a clear survey of the
assays, pathogenicities, specificities, clinical correlates, and possible treatment modalities
of their respective autoantibody. Others tend to focus more on the molecular biology of
the autoantigen or the fine specificity of the autoantibody, like Rubin's antihistone anti-
body chapter orWinfield and Mimura's antilymphocyte antibody chapter. In many cases,
such focusing may reflect a hesitancy to overlap with other chapters in the book, like
Harris' chapter on antiphospholipid antibodies versus Asherson's on antiphospholipid
syndromes, but on the whole such variance of presentation remains striking. Similarly,
the section on general clinical approaches to SLE contains chapters ranging from critical
clinical research reviews, like Teodorescu and Froelich's chapter on the laboratory evalu-
ation of SLE or Parke's chapter on pregnancy and SLE, to straightforward catalogues of
syndrome manifestations, like Plata-Bernal and Talal's chapter on overlap syndromes, or
surveys ofmolecular biology correlates, like Cook and Agnello's chapter on complement
deficiency. With such a variety of viewpoints among the individual authors, the naive
reader may finddifficulty in finding particular information efficiently.
Still, Systemic LupusErythematosus offers a substantial amount ofmaterial concern-
ing lupus. The sections on etiology and animal models contain intriguing insights toward
potential causes of the disease, from genetic variations in MHC, complement and other
immunologic functions, to endocrine and environmental factors (some occasional editori-
al errors, like mislabeled tables or running titles may be distracting). Also, the section on
organ involvement in SLE presents a thorough review of systems by specialists in each
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field. Thus, even with varying objectives by each author(s), such detailed analyses of
knowledge about SLE provide a valuable resource forthe clinician.
Lahita's 1992 edition ofSystemic LupusErythematosus provides an updated, though
editorially inconsistent, consideration of the disease, suitable for clinicians and
researchers alike. Even though much ofits information may already have grown outdated
by this time and some of the text may not read as easily as other reference works, the
review format taken by many ofthe authors provides a substantial forum for clinical and
research data. Ofconcern, perhaps, remains a comparison of this edition to Wallace and
Hahn's 1993 Dubois' Lupus Erythematosus (Philadelphia: Lea and Febiger), which may
arguably contain a range ofinformation beyond that ofLahita's book. Such ajudgement,
however, remains more with the individual reader, since the spectrum ofDubois' tends
toward encyclopedic proportions. Lahita's Systemic Lupus Erythematosus attempts to
remain compressed despite its breadth, and consequently falters and benefits at the same
time.
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FETAL TISSUE TRANSPLANTS INMEDICINE. Editedby RobertG. Edwards. New
York,Cambridge University Press, 1992. 352 pp. $110.00.
This hardcover compilation ofthe current medical research and clinical applications
of fetal tissue transplantation is excellent in purpose and composition. As the book was
designed to present not only a broad but complete coverage of this field, Professor
Edwards has succeeded in assembling a comprehensive text that combines enjoyable
reading withrelevantknowledge ofarapidly advancing field.
The book commences with a brief overview of development from fertilization
through organogenesis. The authors of those first two chapters had the grueling task of
managing copious amounts of very detailed material, but they juggle the information
deftly and in a manner accessible to the reader. The second chapter supplies an excellent
review ofgastrulation andneurulation. Thepresentation ofthese stages ofdevelopment is
very informative and interesting, yet does notoverwhelm thereaderwith details. Thepre-
sentation of fetal development occurs side-by-side with a discussion of stages where
grafting differentiating embryos and their outgrowths considered. Much research data are
presented and more than adequately referenced. This provides the reader not only with a
general understanding ofpresent knowledge in this field, butby listing pertinent research
articles, allows for a more in-depth investigation in specific areas that may interest the
reader.
Current topics such as the testing of anti-HIV drugs and the benefits of RU486 for
elective abortions enhance the discussion of fetal tissue transplantation. Additionally, the
description ofpatient cases, interspersed with the scientific data, effectively ties together
the scientific and clinical aspects of fetal tissue transplantation, displaying the benefits
andjustifications ofwork in this area. One ofthe characteristics ofthis text, which great-
ly enhances its reading and maintains the reader's interest, is the authors' excitement
about their areas of study. Not only did I find it extremely contagious, I also came to
appreciate many ofthebeautiful scanning electron microscopyplates ofembryos.
Finally, twochapters briefly review the legal andethical issues relevant to use of
fetal tissue. As the editor is British, theemphasis is naturally on British law; however,